216                      The Rise of Russia in Asm

curred that might have resulted in a complete rupture between the
Kuomintang and the Chinese and Russian Communists. On March
20, 1926, Chiang Kai-shek took drastic steps to purge his army of
some important Communist elements. Neither the Chinese Com-
munist party nor the Russian leaders drew any fundamental con-
clusions from this move. They continued for another year to recog-
nize Chiang as the leader of the Chinese Revolution and supported
him in his domestic and foreign policies.